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Establishing the Meaning and Negating Its Opposite with "La" in the Holy Quran
""An Applied Study"

Munifah Salim Al-Sa‘adi®”
University of Tabuk
(Received 25/08/2025; accepted for publication 29/10/2025.)

Abstract: This research entitled "Establishing the Meaning and Negating Its Opposite with "La" in the Holy Quran, An
Applied Study" aims to explore the intended meaning behind affirming a concept and denying its opposite through the use of
'la' (no/not) in the Qur’an, while examining the diversity of scholarly interpretations and uncovering the rhetorical purposes
and objectives of this stylistic device. The study adopts an inductive, analytical, and comparative methodology. The research
included eleven topics, the study compares scholarly views on whether the affirmed meaning preceding 'la' is the same as or
different from the negated meaning following it. Where a divergence is found, the intended meanings are analyzed, and the
most accurate interpretation is identified based on validated evidence. The research concludes that there is a discrepancy
between the affirmed and negated meanings in all examined instances, and that this rhetorical approach serves multiple
communicative purposes. Among the study’s key recommendations: Further exploration of affirming meaning and denying
its opposite using other negation particles, Enhanced focus on applied studies concerning rhetorical styles in the Qur’an.
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