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Bn Shaban’s Methodology in Legal Reasoning on Jurisprudential Issues in His Book

Afnan Mohammed Abdul Aziz Al-Ali"”
Imam Mohammad ibn Saud Islamic University
(Received 23/10/2025; accepted for publication 23/12/2025.)

Abstract: Scholars’ methodologies and purposes in authoring works of jurisprudence vary, and it is evident that studying
a scholar’s method in his book greatly benefits researchers and readers alike. It aids in properly understanding the
jurisprudential issue, discerning the author’s scholarly personality, and identifying the reasoning behind his preferred
opinions. Accordingly, this research aims to highlight the methodology of Shaykh al-Malikiyyah in Egypt during his era,
Muhammad ibn al-Qasim, known as Ibn Shaban, in his derivation of jurisprudential issues as reflected in his book Al-Zahi fi
Usul al-Sunnah. He explicitly stated that one of his reasons for authoring the book was to present evidence supporting
Malik’s views. The researcher followed and analyzed the evidences presented in the book, noting the definition and authority
of each proof, how Ibn Shaban employed it, and its impact on his jurisprudential conclusions. Among the main findings and
recommendations is that this valuable book is rich with both textual (naqli) and rational (‘aqli) evidences, which are rarely
found in early jurisprudential texts. Maliki scholars have cited it in their own works, and Ibn Shaban’s unique approach to
preference—whether in agreement or disagreement with Imam Malik and his companions—makes his work worthy of
independent study.

Keywords: Methodology, Legal Reasoning, Ibn Shaban, Jurisprudential Issues, Al-Zahi.
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