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The Distinctive Foundational Principles of the Zahiri School in the Sources of Islamic
Jurisprudence

Arif Mohammed Al-Janahi(1)
University of Sharjah
(Received 09/11/2024; accepted for publication 24/12/2024.)

Abstract: This research examines the Zahiri jurisprudential principles concerning legal evidences and sources of
legislation, in contrast to the four major schools of thought (Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi'i, and Hanbali), based on their established
doctrines. The research aims to highlight the distinct principles of the Zahiri school in legal evidences, while clarifying the
main proofs cited by both groups (the four Imams and the Zahiris) to grasp the reasons for the Zahiri school's unique
stance. The methodology employed is both inductive and analytical, focusing on the jurisprudential principles that distinguish
the Zahiri school from the four schools, while presenting the key evidences in a concise yet comprehensive manner. It has
been identified that the Zahiri school has thirteen jurisprudential issues related to the legal evidences that they uniquely
uphold, most of which are considered less likely to be correct. A primary reason for the Zahiri school's divergence from the
four Imams is their rejection of relying on probable evidence, maintaining that non-definitive evidence cannot be considered
authoritative.

Keywords: Unique principles, jurisprudential principles, Zahiri principles, Zahiri fundamentals, Ibn Hazm’s principles.
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