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Officious Intermeddling in the Saudi Civil Transactions Law
"A Comparative Study with Islamic Jurisprudence"

Yahya bin Hussein bin Yahya Al-Harbi(V

King Khalid University
(Received 26/12/2024; accepted for publication 12/02/2025.)

Abstract: Unjust enrichment without cause is one of the sources of obligation under the Saudi Civil Transactions Law. It
takes various forms, including Officious Intermeddling. This study examines the concept of Officious Intermeddling, its
conditions, and the obligations arising therefrom, with an analytical survey of its presence in Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and
a comparative analysis between the relevant provisions in Islamic jurisprudence and the Saudi Civil Transactions Law. The
research clarifies that the Saudi legislator has adopted a jurisprudential perspective consistent with the notion that Officious
Intermeddling constitutes a form of prompt intervention arising from the employer’s need. In such instances, the officious
intermeddler steps in to assist the employer by performing the work on behalf of the employer, thereby producing a form of
unjust enrichment for the employer while the intervenor receives no compensation. In doing so, the intention is to serve the
employer’s interest. The officious intermeddler is required to exercise due diligence in the work performed, and the officious
intermeddler’s actions taken under conditions of necessity are attributed to the employer, unlike those taken in the absence of
necessity. This analysis is further supported by practical applications drawn from both Islamic jurisprudence and the Saudi
Civil Transactions Law. Finally, the study recommends further examination of the research pertaining to the Saudi Civil
Transactions Law.

Keywords: Civil Transactions Law, officious intermeddling, Islamic jurisprudence, unjust enrichment without cause.
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