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A Muslim's Relationship with Worldly Life: A Study in Light of the Prophetic Sayings
About Worldly Life in Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim

Mohammad bin Ahmad Douri®
University of Tabuk
(Received 14/11/2024; accepted for publication 13/01/2025.)

Abstract: The Muslim's relationship with the worldly life becomes evident when the texts are read in their proper
context. However, some discourses have unjustly vilified the world itself, which is a logical fallacy. The world is merely a
means to an end, a tool to reach the afterlife. The condemnation and disparagement should be directed at specific actions, not
the world itself. In this research, | have attempted to examine this relationship by discussing the concept of human existence
in this world—a natural existence. Then, | elucidated the foundational relationship that establishes the Muslim's connection
to this world, a relationship most commonly discussed in discourses due to its clarity. Subsequently, | explored several
concepts linked to this foundational relationship, including the concept of ‘fitnah' (trial or temptation) and its connection to
the foundational relationship, as well as the concept of ‘takaluf' (exaggeration & immoderation in religion). Furthermore, |
delved into the fundamental concepts such as Competition, ‘Al-igbal & Al-idbar’ (the pursuit or avoidance of worldly
desires), and ‘Al-khayriyya’ (the selection and proper utilization of the world's virtues). Finally, I concluded the research by
summarizing the most significant findings.

Keywords: Hadiths on worldly life, worldly life, 'the fitnah of worldly life', worldly competition.
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