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Isa ibn Aban and His Influence on the Hanafi Usul: Rejection of Reports as a Model
Mohammed Tareq Ali Al-Fawzan”

Kuwait University
(Received 24/05/2024; accepted for publication 17/07/2024.)

Abstract: Research Topic: The Hanafi specialization in Usul al-Figh in the realm of rejecting reports (akhbar), and the
influence of Isa ibn Aban in establishing this specialization. Research Objectives: This study aims to elucidate the Hanafi
methodological specialization in the rejection of reports, highlighting their divergence from the majority view, and attributing
this distinction to Isa ibn Aban, the progenitor of the theory of rejecting reports. The research seeks to showcase the
manifestations of this specialization by examining the specific issues where the Hanafis uniquely reject certain reports.
Methodology: The research employs an analytical and critical method, focusing on observing, analyzing, and critiquing the
phenomenon through historical tracing to derive new conclusions while considering the cause-and-effect relationship. Key
Findings: The research concludes that Isa ibn Aban is the actual founder of the Hanafi principles regarding reports. His
theory, followed by the Hanafis, ostensibly accepts solitary reports (Khabar al-Wahid) but essentially rejects them. Reports
are rejected if they add to or omit anything from the Qur'an or the well-known Sunnah. Even if a report establishes a unique
ruling, it is rejected if it pertains to issues of widespread practice, contradicts giyas (analogical reasoning), is narrated by a
non-jurist companion of the Prophet, or if it was something that is warded off due to doubt. This positions the Hanafi school
between the stance of Bishr al-Muraisi and the Mu'tazilites, who completely reject acting upon solitary reports, and the stance
of hadith scholars and jurists who unanimously accept them, among other findings.

Keywords: Usul al-Figh, Hanafi Usul, Isa ibn Aban, Hanafi Madhab, Reports, Sunnah.
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