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Hadiths and Athars on Assiraat: A Critical Study

Ammar Ahmad Al-Sayasenah*
King Saud University
(Received 09/10/2018; accepted for publication 08/11/2018.)

Abstract: This research investigates all the Hadiths and Athars describing Assiraat as “thinner than a hair and sharper than a sword
blade”. It aims to establish how sahih(genuine) or dha eef (weak) the narratives are and how true the description is. This is achieved by
surveying all related Hadiths and Athars as well as specialists’ views on describing Assiraat. The research follows an inductive-deductive
approach. The following are the research’s most important conclusions: the marfuu’ Hadiths describing Assiraat as “thinner than a hair and
sharper than a sword blade” are found to be not sahih ( not genuine); some of the sahaabah Athars, statements, are ranked as sahih;
the marfuu’ Hadiths found to be sahih are the ones describing Assiraat as a wide pass that has two edges, with hooks; this is inconsistent with
being thinner than a hair and sharper than a sword blade; as for the sahaabah Athars, they cannot be treated as marfuu’ Hadiths, for they are
inconsistent with clear sahih statements, and they are highly likely to be from Judo-Christian sources. The research recommends that further
research be conducted on practically all categories of Hadith and Athar in order to investigate the status of narratives in terms of genuineness
and truth.
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