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Freedom of Expression as Practiced in the Sunnah 

With Specific Reference to  Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim 
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(Received 02/09/2015; accepted for publication 04/10/2015.)  

 Abstract: This paper deals with a vital topic, namely freedom of expression, which is a basic human necessity and aim. Freedom of 
expression is considered a measure of civility and advancement. Freedom indicates high regard for man's dignity, while repression indicates 

low regard. Freedom releases human potentials, and hence achievement and creativity. The paper highlights the situations and events in the 
Sunnah which are related to freedom of expression. The Sunnah reveals an unlimited scope of expression; Prophet Mohammad listened to 

whatever anyone had to say, and the Sunnah literature shows occasional concerns about things suggested or approved by Prophet 

Mohammad. In fact, some objections were uncourteously and roughly expressed, yet he would respond with patience and gentleness, and 
with an open, forgiving heart. The paper stresses how vital the freedom of expression is for upgrading man to a high level of personality, 

self-esteem, responsibility and leadership qualities. It also highlights the value of  the Sunnah's example of encouraging freedom of 

expression and the demand for not only listening to what has to be said, but also for acting accordingly. The value is reflected in the actions 
and thought of the great leaders who stood up to the Quraish tyrants. Those leaders were able to conquer empires, east and west. 

Keywords: freedom of expression – opinions / views – Sunnah – the Prophet's approach – human values – self-esteem / dignity.    
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 ¬ °�¬J ā ²� ¬S;̄ �� ¬9±� ¬[ ¬h*0̄¬A

 ̄ °R ¬� ¬+±� ¬T o
 «� ¬K¬A � ¬� �̄ °� ¬[ ¬X¬C ,  ±<�¬/ ±�
 ±-º�21� p 
 �9K 8J
 *% �vC< - 56��7 ���� 8K u�® 

u�:M6�
 ��I0 - 5�A 8K R2�6�
, Å$K �$J Z$03 �$�3 
 L$�7 ,5�C 
*S�6�
 ��C uv��:67
3 ,h�6B�
 8� ��3���3
 ,�$�R�3 ���$W
 - �J�Mw$�
 8$� _$BJ 8$� 
*��


 cK 
3�K
*;3m
�9K 8J
 3�sC ,��e
 - ]�6,  5$6�A
 u$G a*M���$J 5$��K ��VUC ,5��K3 uv��? 5,*6�
 -

                                                                         

=h�B�3 ,��=6�
 :H*/�
 8� �v0�B6V
3 ��*> Z´ ���*/�
, 
[3 ,r
�Qkm
 *%3UH*$/; �$>�[ �$G
£T <,@A  :Æ�$M6; p

f�9K @�B�
 �17 185�p 
�19 �  @A: @�B�
 f�9K ,5v,3 �>R�C �17 185�p 
�20 �  T? 1,��
 ¥267
 8�
 f�$9K ,D*$M>3 r*�J 5�0��3 D�vÃ Z´ 

 @�B�
�17 185�p 
�21 �   a�$$/t
 f3{$$� r�$$J ,@^�$$¢�
 r�$$6[ ,@�$$z2�
 `�M$$j

�5 110� �4108p� 

 �$03 ,�$/6S�
 �96=$6C N�6$�
 562�� 8� Us/� <A ��s�
 �$$C�t
 h�$$KA 8$$� g� ��/$$�? ��$$K 5$$6�e ¥:6$$V

 ��$, ���$�J3 ,+$�T - 5�A X�A ��K3 ,5��? f��	
3

u�:M6�
,<�:W
 \�6�
3 , ¥v6>
3  �$�2�; c$K �$�e

 ��3���<ÎA uv/� ��2��b ��3��� PQ� ,u
? -  5$;�

D�vK ¿3 ��{� 5/J
 1�~ <A �9K 8J
 �uvC ,< ���$� <UJ 
 Å$K �$�B7UJ 5�A 8K ���3 ,��3��� cK< �$C�t�J 

 L�7?
 *% 5><��S� �JA D�JA3 ��3��� 1;�0 @X� �7A �*� 
8��C�[ �>�[3 ,a�/t
3,u�=� Xn�*� *%3 �22� p ¿ 3�$2�3

 ��3��� f�2K <A·5$>�0 �$/� �$v���C u�:6$� <A �
A 8�º 
 ��>
*/K �>�[ <?3 m? ,�*:M�
3 u[�W
 �J R2�6�
 ���W 

 c$K �9w�
 � ¨� �9K 8J
 1�, �� �vS/6:; f*=B�
 <A
 �
g�3 ,�$/6S�
 f�$ ? 8$� 5=$S/� �$��� ;5�A 8K R2�6�


K 5��[ 19®̄ <A 8� ��j�W
 f�=S9�� ,5$�9� R$� c
 ��22� <*:�C�K��
 x��S6� p 

3−'�H_�d�F v�Dd� O6w � x
G�  OH�yF 

<z��5�F ,�����:  ,56,�73 5B7 8K <�=>	
 R2�; �/K
8� 8K ���3 ,���;3 ^3�¹ 
T? 5� ��S��7 h*2B�
 <*:� 

 ,R$2�6�
 - r�U6>3 ,P�Q�
 - 8=M/�C ,r�e
 �3�7
 o
 h*� �/;3�0�J ��A @X�
  ,5$2��U; 8=$7UC 5$J 5

 ¥ ¬�*�̄ ±�¬A °8 ¬�C< ¬h� ¬0  :· ²_$±2«/�
 ¬�$°/ ±K �̄°/[̄ � ¬*$%̄ ¬3 
                                                 

�22 �  ��>
: @�$z2�
 `�M$j ª� @�$B�
 f�$9K �17 185� ,
3 \s[ �M�Mw�
 L��7 8� 1:s�
�2 576p� 



 ��������	
 ���
��
����
 , 28 ����
 ,�2� �����
 ,�2016� 1437$%� 

– 155 – 

 «_$±2«/�
 ¥¬;¬U ¬C Íh¬�±J 5̄ ¬� ¬� ¬3 , ±�¬/� ±�¬�
 ¬3 ¬� «: ¬� ¬ °�¬J ±� ¬>
 ¬� °� ±°��±J Íh ±̂ � ¬>
�  ¬h� ¬B¬C Á ±�
 ¬� °K¬A : ̄5$ ¬� ¬h�$ ¬B¬C ?_±/ ¬; °�$ ¬K ¬3 �$ ¬� ±¿ {̄ ±�°/;̄ ¬m¬A :

� ° ±.°J¬A� ¬h� ¬B¬C  : ¬c$ ¬K ¬1$¬2 °0¬U ¬C , ° ±.$°J¬A °8$ ±� « ¬Å$ ¬K ¬� °�$¬� °[¬A °�$ ¬0  
 ¬h�$ ¬B¬C , ±<�¬2 °I ¬¢�
 ±�¬n°� ¬v ¬[ �h¬�±J ¬3 ¥ ¬�*�̄ ±�¬A :� ,� ¬ °.$2̄�
 «� ¬

 ¬�6̄ °>¬A ¬�¬2 °0� ¬C� ¬m� ¬0  : ±5°� ¬�¬� ¬1 ¬=¬¢¬C , Íg� ¬� ±5�±C �ª ¬� ¬B±J � ¬K ¬� «u ̄ ,�¬/ °�±2 ¬0
 ¬� ¬3 ±5�±C 5̄ ¬v °, ¬3 ¬3 ¬h� ¬0 «u ̄ , ±5�±C «� :� ¬c$ ¬K �$ ¬� ±�°C¬A ¬3 ,5̄°/ ±� � ¬J ¬ °�



 ¬ ±.$°J¬A ¬3 ¬�[̄ ±*$M̄>̄ ¬3 ¬�:̄ ±%*,̄3̄��23�p�
�$Ke
 h*$0  :· mA
_/;�K3 �� ¿ {�/;?º : ,5$J ��j�� <�[ �K*�
 <A 196®

 ����K <*:� <A 196®3, 52�w$> 5$� 1 ���� <A 52�b <�[3 
 5$>�C ,�9�/¢�
 8��¹ <A �$�A �$0  �$/7 u��$/� Z$9

 Z$, �$�C ,\��Q�
 y? �[�=���J *% 5 �,*;3 ,�>
����J
 R$�[ - Z$03 
X$v�C ,�>
����J Xn/�7 u��/¢�
 u=0 �v/�
 �$$9�/¢�
 g�Q26$$�
 ��$$�	�J �$$vK L��$$7 <�$$[ 8$$�

5�*0 ,�v69=0 ^��/6�
3: �.JA� :@A: ,�9=$B�
 r�$BJ 
�w$�
 c$K 1�{�
 r
*���J 3Aº�24�p - <A ¿ �$v��3  �

 h*���
�  5�*BJ�.$JA � 5��Q26$�
 8$K ��$K @X$��
 ,g�Q��
 8� o
 h*� 5J D�K3 @X�
 �K*�
 ^��>? ����

�*0� 3A 1$�� <3� R2�6�
 ���7 ���� ��e
 5/� u��6; 
f�2��
 r�UJ �
{6�m
 ¤.J ,���; 3A N*�p 

                                                 

�23 �   ,@�z2�
 `�Mj r�6[\��$Q�
 f3{� r�J ,@^�¢�
� 1 2� 
�4328� 1��I$C 8$� ,�J�Mw$�
 1��I$C ,u�=$� `�Mj3 ,  

 ¥�*� �A< ,�7 169 ��2497p� 
�24 �   @�2�
 `6C�8 46p� 

 �	�� x
 �� i Q� �!-�	 i O{ ,|��F

��P '���� XR� O�y ������ze, , ¬� ¬:°� ¬��̄ ±�¬A ±8°J
 ±8 ¬�C 
 ¬h� ¬0 :·� ¬:±�° ¬Î °<¬A ±<
 ¬ ²R¬t
 ¬�� ¬[: �̄ ¬9K̄ ¬3 �� °:¬J *J̄¬A } � ¬�¬C ¬ ,

 ²_±2«/�
 ¬�°/ ±K ¬�¯ ¬³
 ¬* °j¬A� , �u�± ¬| _±/¬J P̄ °[ ¬ ±5°� ¬� ¬K ¬� ±�¬0 ¬� ±7 
 �Z ±V�¬�̄ _±/¬J _ ±�¬A ��±J� ¬7 ±8°J ±] ¬� °0¬e�±J � ¬�̄�̄ ¬7¬A ¬� ¬V¬U¬C ,

 ¬� ¬9�̄±� �� °:¬J *J̄¬A ¬h� ¬B¬C , ¬� ¬�� �1,̄ ¬�±J �̄ ¬��
 ¬� ¬V¬A ¬3 : ¬�°� ¬¬A � ¬�
 ¬h� ¬0 , ±-¬� ±� «m±? : ¬�¯³̄
 ¬* °j¬A °�¬� ¬S¬; °�¬C , ¬+¬C¬� ±� �̄°� ¬¬A � ¬�

 ¯«o
 ¬h ¬{°>¬U ¬C , ¬+±� ¬T ±- : $pκ š‰r'‾≈ tƒ tÏ%©! $# (#θ ãΖtΒ#u Ÿω (#þθ ãè sùö� s? 
öΝ ä3 s?≡uθ ô¹ r& 〈� �
��W
 :2�º�25�p�*w�
 ZC�C , <�[ <?3 

 DR� x7 - �K� �*�X� 5>�C ,o
 h*� x7 - ����
@A��
 8K R2�6�
 g�/ A p - <�[ 
T? 5�C `��=6� 5>A m?

 ±P°� ¬[ °8 ¬K ,�*w�
 Rv, *% 8� <�[ 3A ,���*wt

 ±�¬A ±8°J ±«o
 ±�°2 ¬K ¬c ¬K 5̄ ¬� ¬<� ¬[ 5̄ «>¬A , �+±�� ¬� ±8°J ²_ ±9¬� °�¬e
 �� ¬ °� ¬7

 _±2«/�
 ¬�± ±G «� ¬9¬C , ¬�¯³̄
 ¬* °j¬A °�¬� ¬S¬; °
 ¥«6 ¬7 5̄ ¬� ±{¬� ¬C ,5̄¬� ±B ¬� ¬C , Íh� ¬�
� ¬h� ¬B¬C  :� P̄ °� ¬[ � ¬�� ±D ±�¬�±J ¬� ¬V¬U¬C , h̄*B̄ ¬� 5̄ «>¬U ¬[  : , ¬\ °w²/�


� �S °w±> ¬Æ ¬�¬; ¬3 , ±5°� ¬� ¬K 5̄ ¬� � ¬� ¬\ °w±> ¬X ¬�¬U¬C�26� p ±� °� ¬� 8�C  ±8°J 
 �'�«0 ¬3 ±�¬A< ¬h� ¬0  : �̄ ¬9K̄ ¬< ¬T°U¬6 °�
<o
 ±h*�̄ ¬ ¬c ¬K  

� ��¬�±�� ¬K ,5̄¬> °�±� °:¬6 °=¬� ¬3 5̄¬/ °9²� ¬:�̄ ��°� ¬�0̄ °8 ±� Íg� ¬=±> D̄ ¬�°/ ±K ¬3 
 ¬<±T¬U ¬C , ¬r� ¬� ±W
 ¬< ° ±�¬6°2 ¬� ¬8 °90̄ �̄ ¬9K̄ ¬< ¬T°U¬6 °�
 «�¬� ¬C , «8¯³̄
 ¬* °j¬A

                                                 

�25 �   u:;
*$jA 
*$�C�; m r�$J ,R=S6�
 r�6[ ,@�z2�
 `�Mj
 _2/�
 �*j a*C�6 137� �4845�p 

�26 �   `�w��J ���	
 Rs� 1% r�J ,`�w�
 r�6[ ,@�z2�
 `�Mj
�3 187� �2706�p 



��>@�S��
 8���
 �2K �9� �/J �: ��*2/�
 ����
 - R2�6�
 ���7 x�2Q;ppp 

– 156 – 

 ±«o
 h̄*�̄ ¬ 5̄ ¬�� ¬3  ±«o
 h̄*�̄ ¬� ¬h� ¬B¬C ,+̄ ¬M °I¬� 
 ̄� ¬9K̄ : ¬+«/ ±� ¯«o
 ¬+ ¬M °k¬A, ¬h� ¬0 ,±«o
 ¬h*�̄ ¬ � ¬�  :� �̄°2 ±� ¬K

 ¬< ° ¬�¬6°J
 ¬+¬; °* ¬j ¬8 °� ±9 ¬� «�¬�¬C ,@ ±�°/ ±K «8[̄ ±µ «��
 ±g¬m ¯̈ ¬% °8 ±�
 ¬r� ¬� ±W
��27�p· 120 <�[ 5>A cK 19® 8³
*jA *�K3 

�*w�
 ZC 8K _v/�
 8vK�6,m 5>A cK 19® 3A ,
 fRv, _% 8� 8v�C <*:� 3A ,8v��[ 8� §¢� 1w7
 5MSj3 D*SK 89�K �� 8}A cK 19® 3A ,�*w�


�*w�
 ZC - 8M9�º�28�p 5:Mk <A ¿ 3�2� � - 
 8K ���� 89K D�k cK h�� ��g�=�3 �2��Q� 5�C ���

�vB�BF +�9� 8� 562� ����3 ,5�Ap 
��� [0�6	F �H����� � }6t �~�  d� O���� �|

QD� O6w �$ , ¬f ¬�°� ¬�%̄ ±�¬A °8 ¬�C<: «_$±2«/�
 ¥$¬;¬A ��,̄ ¬ «<¬A 
�  ̄D� ¬k� ¬B¬6 ¬��29� h̄*$�̄ ¬ ¬h�$ ¬B¬C ,5̄J̄� ¬M$ °j¬A ±5±J «u ¬v¬C , ¬É¬� °�¬U¬C ,

 ±«o
� :� �m�$ ¬B ¬� ²x$¬W
 ±P ±7� ¬w±� «<±�¬C ,D̄*K̄ ¬�� ¬h�$ ¬0 «u$ ̄ , :
� ̄D*Q̄ °K¬A ±5²/ ±� ¬1°� ±� �Â/ ±� �
*�̄� ¬0 , : °8$ ±� ¬1¬� °�¬A «m±? ,±«o
 ¬h*�̄ ¬ � ¬�

 ¬h� ¬B¬C , ±5²/ ±� :� ̄D*Q̄ °K¬A; �g� ¬I$¬0 °u:̄¬/ ¬= °7¬A °u[̄ ± °R ¬� °8 ±� «<±�¬C ��30�p 

                                                 

�27 �   ,@�z2�
 `�Mj r�6[ �$9K P$0�/� r�J ,�J�Mw�
 1��IC
�5 11 ��3683� 8$� ,�J�Mw$�
 1��I$C ,u�=� `�Mj3 ,

 �9K 1��IC< �7 114�� 2396p� 
�28 �  @�B�
 f�9K �23 67p� 
�29 �  @A:5/� P�Q� 8�� g�I0 ,�$�� �8$� 5$� R$�J *%3  p ��$V?

 @�z2�
 `�Mj ª.� @�=�
�4 159p� 
�30 �   8��$�
 g�I0 - ���[*�
 r�J ,���[*�
 r�6[ ,@�z2�
 `�Mj

�3 99�� 2306p� 

@3�/�
 h�0 :· 
*[�;
 _/�� −  �/J�MjA �� −  �$/� P$�b 8�
 �m�$B� x$W
 P7�w$� <�$C ,5J 
*sQ2; �C ,É��UC 5¬/��, 

@A: 5$2�b �:; 
T? ��� �C ,��W
 f*03 ,P�Q�
 ��*j 
 x$�� 8=$7 8$� 
X$%3 ,r�e
 �$��K Z$� 8:� ,5BW

 ¥SQw�
� f�$B�
 Z$� f�S�
 cK D�j f*03 5��[3 
 Ð�$�	
 8���
 P7�j 8� 196® 5>A 5�C3 ,��B6>m
 cK


 -�2��Q�,u6$V 3A ª�$BJ ��$� �$J 8:� º�31�; h*$����C 
��7 PK*6�
 5$BMJ 562��Q� - 1,��
 ��, <�$[ <?3 

 _2/�
 D�QKUC ,P�Q�
 - ���¢�
 8� ]*> 5�C� 8� �
R� 
DR�Jp 

5�R Q�6$F Q	� z��+� � �	�d� Q� i�4)� F c��� 

  H� �H	�d� e|HV QH��] � �HC� ,QH� Q���� 3�$F ,J0$

<z��5�F ,�����,F ����+ �b�� z�|	�F  i�46��+ p � ��7 �BC
*�3 o
 3{$�
 f��v$V3 �$9�9/�
3 �$2�¢�
3 rX$:�
 5�

NX$B�
3 u6s�
3 P=�
3, 8$� �$�*��� f�%�$Ã �$��A - 
��e
 ]�´?3 �/=�
3 r�6:�
 p L��7 1�U6/�3 o
 h*�

� T��� �7 ¬h�$ ¬0  :� ? ±5$²�[̄ ¬+$±� ¬T ±Æ¬�$ ¬9±J ¬Æ ¯ ±�$ °�Ā ¬m¬A
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 _±2«/�
 �¬ ¬Y ¬h� ¬0��$ ¬v ¬� ¬��¬2 ¬C , °�$ ¬� ¬, ¬ ¬3 °� ¬B¬�¬Q°>� ¬C ,��n°� ¬V �65� 
                                                 

�64 �   �$ �  �$B�Q�
 r�J ,a�Q�
 r�6[ ,u�=� `�Mj�4 198 �
�1480p� 

�65 �   r�J ,R=S6�
 r�6[ ,@�z2�
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 ¬h� ¬0 :� ��±� °=�̄ °3¬A� ̄5$°/ ±� ū$¬� °K¬A � ¬� _±/¬2 ¬� ¬� «u ̄ , ���±� ¬0 � ¬: ¬=¬C , 
 �̄°�B̄ ¬C : ²�±? ±o
 ¬*$¬C ? �< ¬�$C̄ °8 ¬K ¬+¬� � ¬� ,±o
 ¬h*�̄ ¬ � ¬� D̄
 ¬¬ ¬e 
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 °uv̄Ī °�¬J :
 ¬T±? D̄ ¬� ±S °¢¬6 °=¬> ¬3 ¬«o
 ¬� ¬9 °M¬> °<¬A �¬> °� ±�Ā ¬̀ ±6C̄ ¬3 � ¬> ° ±Ä>̄ 
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 ¬��̄ ±f ¬�$°� ¬[ ¬c$ ¬K _±/ ¬�¬ ¬� � ¬� ¬3 , ¬+±� ¬T
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 f�
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 - ��6À �K R2�6�
 ��� <?3* x7 

 ,r�e
3 x$�t
 §J
*$k x$C3 <�=>�� ���.�
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 f3E$$� DX$$% g
*$$67
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o
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 ��
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3ḡ� ¬, «u ̄�  °u¬� ¬C °uv̄°/ ¬K

 ¬r�¬2�
 
*2̄ ¬w ¬7 ¬3 °u¯ ¬³
 ¬* °j¬A 
*�̄ ¬C ¬�¬C , °u ±v°� ¬�±? °��̄° ¬À�100� ¬� ¬� ¬z¬C ,
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 ¬T±?, ū±��¬/ ¬¢ °�
 ¥¬Q °�;̄ ¬3 ,¥ ¬K °�>̄ 8̄ °M¬/ ¬C 
� ¬> ¬ °R ¬�? ¬h�$ ¬B¬C , ��«20̄ ±- °uv̄ ¬� ¬9 ¬�¬C , ¬+±� ¬T 5̄ ¬¢ ¬�¬2 ¬C  :� ¬ ¬.$ °� ¬� �$ ¬�

? °u:̄°/$ ¬K _$±/ ¬¢ ¬� ¬J ÍL� ±�$ ¬7 � ¬� , ±� ¬w°>¬ °e
� ¬h�$ ¬B¬C ,
*6̄ ¬: ¬=$¬C  :  
�� ¬�¬A , ±� ¬w°>¬ °e
 ¬ ¬. °� ¬� � ¬��¬� °> ���±J H̄�«/�
 ¬P ¬% °X ¬� °<¬A ¬< °* ¬k °�¬; , 

? °u:̄±;*$�̄J̄ ¬y±? 5̄$ ¬>3 ¯̂ * ¯ ¬F ��$ «9 ¬M9̄±J ¬<*2̄ ¬% °X¬; ¬3�
*�̄�$ ¬0  : , ¬c$¬J  
 ¬h�$ ¬0 ,�¬/�$ ±k ¬ ,±o
 ¬h*�̄ ¬ � ¬� : ¬h�$ ¬B¬C :� H̄�$«/�
 ¬+¬�$ ¬� °*$ ¬�

 ¬P °�$$ ±V �̄ °X$$ ¬�¬ ¬e ,��2 °�$$ ±V ̄� ¬w$$°>¬ °e
 °� ¬:¬�$$ ¬� ¬3 ,�$$ �� ±�
 ¬3
 ¬ °e
 ±� ¬w°>��116� p· �� D�:� �� 8M69� <A ���	
 cK <A 5�C3

 ��C D��A 8� <*k*À H�/�
 ]�¬� m3 ,�2�e
 8� 5¢�2�
�$ �0�S> +�T d3A �J�C ,5J <3^¨�̄ - uG*$�0, P$��C 

 �$26� ¥$67 5=S/J D�26�
3 ,+�T 8� 5�9� �� <�M6�

D�
�$� ¥$/��3 ,5$��K �$±:>Ā �$� 5,3; ��$�{> P%X$6� 
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