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Dogma Evolution in Judaism: 

Specific Reference to Biblical Text & Concept of God  
  

* Suleiman Abdul-Aziz Alrrbai   
Qassim University 

(Received 09/09/2013; accepted for publication 22/10/2013.)   

Abstract: This research deals with an important problem facing inquiry into Judaism, namely its evolutionary aspect at various levels, 
particularly the level of beliefs. Evidently, the Biblical text has undergone several interferences due to source variations, absence of a fixed 
reference, and the changing conditions in which the Jewish people have lived. The result is inconsistency and incoherence in form and 

content, rendering Judaism a historicist status with respect to the influence of contextual conditions as well as acceptance of constant and 

deep changes. The research deals with the problem in two sections. One section is theoretical, studying the evolution of the Biblical text in 
four main stages. Each stage represents a particular frame of general indicators for text language, for character procedural rules, for the 

invention of methods of inscription and related inflections, and for the interference of text writers. The other section is concerned with the 

content aspect of evolution of beliefs in Judaism. It illustrates the concepts of God and lordship in terms of name, attributes and identity. The 
variations in name and attributes, and the dualism of oneness of God vs. idolatry are presented under separate headings. 

Keywords: Religions, evolution, faith, Jews, text, god. 
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(11) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction, PP.39-41, Ernest 

Wurthwein, The Text of The Old Testament, An 

Introduction to Kittle- khales - Biblia Hebracia, 

Translated by Peter R. Ackroyed, p. 8. 
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(12) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction,, p. 2.  
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(15) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction, PP.42-43. 
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(18) See, Ernest Wurthwein, The Text of The Old Testament, 

An Introduction to Kittle- khales - Biblia Hebracia, 
Translated by Peter R. Ackroyed, PP.14-15, Ellis R. 
Brotzman, Old Testament Textual Criticism, A Practical 
Introduction, PP.43-44.  
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(21) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 
Criticism, A Practical Introduction, P.43, Ernest 
Wurthwein, The Text of The Old Testament, An 
Introduction to Kittle- khales - Biblia Hebracia, 
Translated by Peter R. Ackroyed, PP.3-9 
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(23) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction, P.44. 
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(25) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction, P.46.  
(26) See, Ibid, p.47, Ernest Wurthwein, The Text of The Old 

Testament, An Introduction to Kittle- khales - Biblia 

Hebracia, Translated by Peter R. Ackroyed, p. 31.  
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(27) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction, p.48.  
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(32) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction, PP.47-49 
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(46) See, D. Winton Thomas, the Textual Criticism of the 

Old Testament’’, in ‘’ the Old Testament and Modern 

Study A generation of Discovery and Research’ , edited 

by H. H. Rowley, p. 238.  

�47 �  �¸3
 �O : ��/:�
 
�O�> ��>¢¬N�
 ����
¦ ��G ��=�A> ;
1�w7Nr 92/�
 �~ 6A72T/� ,y�Q��s
 x�hA
 : �~ `�#+A 1]�#�

 & ?T� �O��] �N� 
7:S��� ,)��+�
 �H��
 
�O�>�205�, 
3 : ,����
�2G 9}���
�2G 
7:S��� ,¸3
 �*0 - 9/O�
 k�/2�


 ©#� ,K�$�#+�
 ����, ,°.�
 ����
 ����15� � ,�1 �3�2 �
 &�89x� 

(48) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction, P.55, P. Kyle 

McCarter, textual criticism, Recovering the text of the 

Hebrew Bible, Fortress Press, USA, PP. 26 – 61.  
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(51) See, Ellis R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual 

Criticism, A Practical Introduction, P.56.  
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(52) See, Ernest Wurthwein, The Text of The Old Testament, 

An Introduction to Kittle- khales - Biblia Hebracia, 

Translated by Peter R. Ackroyed, , p. 9.  
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(53) See, Ernest Wurthwein, The Text of The Old Testament, 

An Introduction to Kittle- khales - Biblia Hebracia, 

Translated by Peter R. Ackroyed, pp. 71 - 82, Ellis R. 

Brotzman, Old Testament Textual Criticism, A Practical 

Introduction, p. P.59 . 
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(59) See,Armstrong, Karen. A. History of God The 4,00 Year 
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